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GAZA: Having rebuffed calls 
for a ceasefire, Israel was set 
to come under sustained 
pressure on Monday to avoid 
civilian casualties during its 
assault on Gaza, while a U.S. 
diplomatic blitz in the region 
sought to reduce risks of the 
conflict escalating, Reuters 
reported.

U.S. Secretary of State Ant-
ony Blinken was due to meet 
with Turkey’s foreign min-
ister in Ankara on Monday, 
hours after hundreds of peo-
ple at a pro-Palestinian protest 
tried to storm an air base that 
houses U.S. troops in south-
ern Turkey. Blinken on Sunday 
made an unannounced visit to 
the West Bank to meet with 
Palestinian Authority Presi-
dent Mahmoud Abbas, who 
joined international calls for 
an immediate ceasefire. But 

after Blinken 
repeated U.S. 
concerns 
that a cease-
fire could aid 
Hamas, Israeli 
Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin 
Netanyahu 
ruled that out 
unless hos-
tages held by 
Hamas were 
released.

“There 
will be no 
ceasefire with-

out the return of the hostages. 
This should be completely 
removed from the lexicon,” 
Netanyahu said.

Israel’s military said on 
Sunday it had surrounded the 
Gaza City. Palestinian news 
agency WAFA had reported 
“unprecedented bombard-
ment” from Israel, while tele-
coms provider Paltel reported 
another cutoff of communica-
tions and internet services. A 
spokesman for Israel’s military 
told CNN late on Sunday that 
bombardments in northern 
Gaza were halted for several 
hours for two days in a row to 
allow civilians safe passage to 
move to the south of the nar-
row coastal strip.

“Not only are we tell-
ing them where to go, but 
we’re also helping and creat-

ing much better humanitar-
ian conditions in the south,” 
Lieutenant Colonel Jonathan 
Conricus said, without indi-
cating whether such pauses 
would continue.

Conricus said there was 
access to water and humani-
tarian goods in the south of 
Gaza, but Hamas was imped-
ing convoys by firing on them. 
Reuters could not immediately 
verify his account.

U.S. CIA Director William 
Burns was also set to visit 
Israel on Monday to discuss 
the war and intelligence with 
senior officials, the New York 
Times reported. Burns also 
will make stops in other Mid-
dle East countries to discuss 
the Gaza situation, the Times 
quoted an unnamed U.S. offi-
cial as saying.

The CIA did not respond to 
Reuters’ request for comment.

U.S. Defense Secretary 
Lloyd Austin spoke with Israeli 
defense minister Yoav Gallant 
on Sunday and “reiterated his 
ironclad commitment to Isra-
el’s right to defend itself and 
emphasized the importance of 
both protecting civilians and 
delivering humanitarian assis-
tance,” the Pentagon said.

Austin “reaffirmed the 
U.S. commitment to deter any 
state or non-state actor seek-
ing to escalate this conflict.” 
U.S. Vice President Kamala 
Harris will call foreign lead-
ers later on Monday to dis-
cuss the conflict and advance 
the administration’s efforts to 
increase the flow of humani-
tarian assistance to civilians in 
Gaza. AGENCIES

US DIPLOMATIC BLITZ SOUGHT TO REDUCE RISKS OF CONFLICT

A Palestinian carries an injured boy after an Israeli strike in Nusseirat 
refugee camp in the Gaza Strip FILE PHOTO

Secretary Blinken 
on Sunday made 
an unannounced 
visit to the West 
Bank to meet with 
Palestinian Authority 
President Mahmoud 
Abbas, who joined 
international calls 
for an immediate 
ceasefire

Ukraine says 19 troops 
killed by missile at an 

awards ceremony

KYIV: Ukraine confirmed on 
Monday that 19 service mem-
bers were killed by a Russian 
missile strike in Zaporizhzhia 
during a military awards 
ceremony in what Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
lamented was a “tragedy that 
could’ve been avoided”.

Defence Minister Rustem 
Umerov has ordered an investi-
gation into why the 128th Sepa-
rate Mountain-Assault Brigade 
of Zakarpattia participated 
in the crowded event Friday 
honouring troops for Rocket 
Forces and Artillery Day so 
close to front lines.

The announcement came 
as officials said Russian drone 
and missile strikes in Odesa 
wounded eight people and 
damaged an art museum that 
is part of a UNESCO World 
Heritage site, and satellite pho-
tos showed damage done by 
a Ukrainian missile strike to 
a Russian naval ship. Odesa’s 
National Art Museum said 
seven exhibitions, most featur-
ing the work of contemporary 
Ukrainian artists, were dam-
aged by a strike that left a large 
crater outside the museum cel-
ebrating its 124th anniversary.

Photos and video showed 
shattered windows, doors, and 
some paintings lying on the 
floor amid debris strewn across 
the galleries.

 The attack followed reports 
by the Russian Defense Min-
istry that Ukrainian cruise 
missiles aimed at the Zaliv 
shipyard in Kerch, a city in 
the east of the Moscow-held 
Crimean Peninsula, had struck 
one of its vessels.

Satellite photos analyzed by 
The Associated Press showed 

damage to a Russian navy cor-
vette moored off Kerch. The 
satellite pictures Sunday from 
Planet Labs PBC show what 
appear to be a firefighting ves-
sel, as well as booms in the 
water to stop oil leaks, from the 
damaged ship. What appeared 
to be burn marks can be seen 
on the vessel, which was still 
afloat. Those marks were not 
visible on other satellite images 
captured of the vessel at port. 
The measurements of the ves-
sel and its shape correspond 
with a Karakurt-class corvette. 
In Russian, “karakurt” means 
“Black Widow spider”.

Those vessels are designed 
to carry Kalibr cruise missiles, 
the same kind of missiles that 
Moscow has used repeatedly 
against Ukrainian targets since 
launching the all-out war on 
Kyiv in February 2022.

The Russian Defence Min-
istry said late Saturday that 
Ukrainian forces fired 15 cruise 
missiles at the Zaliv shipyard in 
Kerch, with at least two striking 
a ship and the shipyard.

Lt Gen Mykola Oleshchuk, 
the commander of Ukraine’s 
air force, later wrote in an 
online message that he believed 
the strike targeted a vessel car-
rying Kalibrs.  He also sug-
gested Kyiv used long-range 
French Scalp cruise missiles in 
the attack. AGENCIES

Prez Zelenskyy calls it avoidable tragedy

Volodymyr Zelenskyy 

KATHMANDU: A 5.8-magnitude earth-
quake on Monday struck Jajarkot and sur-
rounding areas in western Nepal, where a 
strong tremor on Friday killed 153 people.

There was no immediate report of any 
casualties or damage.

Jajarkot and surrounding areas were 
again hit by a major earthquake at 4:31 
p.m. (local time), according to the National 
Seismological Center. The intensity of the 
earthquake was measured at 5.8 and its epi-
centre was at Ramidanda of Jajarkot, it said.

The tremor, which was also felt in Kath-
mandu, triggered panic among people.

This was followed by another 4.5-mag-
nitude earthquake at 4.40 p.m., said an offi-
cial.  AGENCIES

5.8-magnitude 
earthquake jolts 
western Nepal

NEW YORK: Donald Trump 
began testifying on Monday 
morning in his civil fraud trial, 
producing a spectacle of a for-
mer president and the leading 
Republican presidential candi-
date defending himself against 
allegations that he dramatically 
inflated his net worth.

His turn on the witness 
stand, in a case that cuts to the 
heart of the business brand 
he spent decades crafting, 
amounts to a remarkable con-
vergence of his legal troubles 
and his political ventures.

The testimony gives him 
the opportunity to try to use 
the witness stand as a cam-
paign platform as he eyes a 
return to the White House 
while facing multiple criminal 
indictments. AGENCIES

Trump takes 
stand in New York 
civil case alleging 
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French Parl starts debating bill that 
would make it easier to deport migrants
PARIS: Senators in France 
were set on Monday to start 
debating a bill that is intended 
to toughen the country’s 
immigration law but advocacy 
organisations have criticised as 
a threat to the rights of asylum-
seekers and other migrants.

French Interior Minister 
Gerald Darmanin said the leg-
islation “is about being firm” on 
immigration. The bill especially 
is aimed at “being tougher 
on foreigners who commit 
crimes, expelling them all”, he 
said, speaking Sunday night 
on TV channel France 2. The 
government said the measure 
would strengthen and acceler-
ate the process for deporting 
foreigners who are regarded 
as “a serious threat to public 

order”. At the same time, Dar-
manin, who is considered one 
of the most right-wing mem-
bers of President Emmanuel 
Macron’s centrist government, 
said the bill acknowledges peo-
ple who entered France with-
out authorization and “want 
to regularise”.

The legislation includes a 
provision that would give legal 
status under certain conditions 

to undocumented individu-
als working in specific sectors 
with labour shortages. “There’s 
a political compromise to be 
found. What counts is the gen-
eral interest,” Darmanin said. 
The Senate debate is the first 
step in what is likely to be a 
long and difficult legislative 
journey. The bill already was 
postponed several times this 
year due to a lack of support 
from a parliamentary majority.

The upper house of par-
liament is dominated by con-
servatives who are opposed to 
giving legal status to workers 
who entered France illegally, 
arguing the move would cre-
ate a “pull effect” that encour-
ages more migrants to come to 
France. AGENCIES

President Emmanuel Macron

The Executive Engineer, Tissa Division, HPPWD Tissa H.P. on behalf of Governor of H.P. invites the percentage Rate/Item Rate bids, 
in electronic tendering system, from the eligible class of contractors registered with HPPWD for the works as detailed in the table.

Sr. 
No. 

Name of work Estimated Cost 
(Rs.)

Earnest Money                  
(Rs.)

Cost of tender 
form (Rs.)

Class Completion                     
period

1 C/o Kiani Bagori Shakti Dehra (Hamal Side) road KM 0/0 
to 11/0 (SH: Widening of 2.75 Mtr/5.00 Mtr to 5/7 mtr 
wide road KM 6/0 to 11/0)

8400069.00 168000.00 2000.00 B and C 4 Months

2.KEY DATES:
1. Starting Date for downloading    06/11/2023 at 10.00 AM
2.  Deadline for submission of Bid   12/11/2023 at 11.00  AM 
3.  Date of Technical bid opening     13/11/2023 at 11.30  AM
 The undersigned has right to extend or cancel the bids without declaring any reasons there-of.
The Bidders are advised to note other details of tenders from the department website www.hptenders.gov.in

Executive Engineer,
Tissa Division,  HPPWD Tissa Pin-176316  

Email:-ee-tis-hp@gov.in
No 3699/2023-2024  On behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh.

HIMACHAL PRADESH
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB) (E-Procurement Module)


